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e Pentagon believes
that the Soviet grand de-
signisto:

@® Continue its three-
to-one superiority over
the U.S. In land-based of-
fensive nuclear weapons
80 that it will possess a
“first strike” capability.

©® Have a huge anti-
missile defense system in
place to destroy any sur-
viving weapons that the
US. would use to retali-
ate.

The extent of the re-
sources devoted by the
Kremlin to the missile
defense system — esti-
mated to be around $10-
20 billion a year —
stunned the 66 members
of Congress who at-
tended yesterday's ses-
sion.

This year the U.8. will
spend only $2.7 billion on
Star Wars research.

The new evidence
comes as Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev
launched a public rela-
tions blits Western
Europe against Presi-
dent Reagan's Star
Wars defense research
project — which began

Jthat can

term" and much of it is
already deployed or will
be in use by the '00s, the
congressional members

‘were told. .

White House officials
have said recently that
it will be five years at
least before it is known
whether the space-
based concept envi-
sioned by Reagan is fea-
sible. Its deployment
could not take place be-
fore the year 2000.

Accord to a cop
gressiomal” soures wio

attended the briefing,
the Soviets have been
working feverishly for
the past 15 years in
three areas:

@ Anti-ballistic mis-
sile and radar systems.

@ Laser, particle
beam and kinetic
energy weapons.

@ Land-based anti-
satellite systems.

The first and most ad-
vanced is the develop-

ment of huge radar sys-'

tems with “battle man-
agement capabilities”
track ap-
roaching US8. war-
eads, transmit their

.locations instantly to

;lntl-mlllﬂe‘ batteriea

netic energy, radio fre-
quency and

particle

wer. There is no simi-
ar device in the West.




